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· r BY THOMAS S. RI )BLR r 


[Communicated by Robert RidS\\ }.' 
I. 1urd 1 f fl:SceScens. ProbaÞly common. 
2. Rq{ulus satraja. Occasional, during migr:ttiops. 
3. SÙta Calladl'11S 1 S. Rare. 
..f. Cz'stothùrlts stcllarz's. Rare SUlnn1er res.ident. 
5. HelmÏ1zthoþhaga chr)'soptcra. Rare SU111n1er resIdent. 
G. Helmillt1lOj>haga þeregrilla. Abundant dUrIng spring migr:ltion") r f 1875. 
7. .l)clldroica blackburniæ. Occasional during n1igrations. 
8. Delldroica striata. During Inigratlons. 
n. Dt: 1 1droica tigrÍlla. During both spring and fall 111igr:.tir (Five 
k l iJ '1 ens taken.) 

 10. 
)'i{Jdi()ctes CanadcnsÙ. During migrations. 
'Ir4. 
I. Cotl/rnictt IS þasserÙl'lIs. COlnn1on. 
12. FlI_pi;:a A /erical1a. .Abundant during th sun1Iner of I 37
. 1 '1t none 
lisit
d us in J875. 

 I j. /\IlÇJtric 1 tia quc z'/a. 'Vhile riding thrau 2"h în open, scr'J.bby 
('tion of 
-r1'nt
Y S .me sev,'n or Light miles from 1\Iinne,tpolis, 0n the 9th of \1 ,11374. I 
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1st 
pe,imel1 that has oèen seen in tris locality, although constant and "hor- 
bit 
l. [,h has bec>
 Inade each succ
eding faU and sprinò. 
14. Cardi lalis V
Ù ...in'a,/us, A brilliant-plumaged 111ale .:;hot on t' e 23r, of 
( )ber, 18] 5, in the nudst of the large woods about si
 111iles fron1 
, i,ul...L....["" ')lis. 
IS. COlltù.c'l(S b( ealis. Rarè SU111111er resident. 
IÓ. .FIjlOtOl'lltS pile 1tllS COIDn1on in heavily timbered sections 
I; . Sph)/ropicds 'lrlfrlllS Common in heavily timbered sections 
IS. ..E r: (JllTOlllllS bai die Several specin1ens taken. 
It). CaliJris a1-e 1I1ria. Shot by 1Ir. ,Yo L. Tiffany on ! andy 1 tach ùf J. 
l..e near 
Iinneal.f)J ':', Septen1b
r 22nd, 1875. (Spel ip1en in l....y co
lecti(.JI1.) 
20. Sterna jo .>lL"-z'. 
 ut COnln
()n. 
tI .. _ 


A cnw, in the town of Eden, the Inother of a handsome calf, Wé\1) ( ros
in'?, 
Ie railro..td.a fe\\ clay
 since. She had cleared the last rail when the p. ,,':l1ger 
I ain appeared. The animal hastened towards the fence. Lookln
 back she 
'aw her offspring st<inding on the track. 'Yith a frightened look she Inade å 
)ileOUS but useless appeal tf) the foolish iittle creature to follow her. On canle 
he train, and still stood the ca]t
 by this time f
cing thè train. The engineer 
ripd to scare the little fool away by.making the whistle scream, but he wouldn't 
;care. ,rhen'the tr:LÏn was within ten rods of the calf the cow n1ade a rush for 
H
r silly child, c:l.ught him on her 
qrns, and bore hin1 away in safety. 
2 
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The following obsEr a( Jns "ere made during a day's col1ecting, in the 
vicinity of. Oakland. Cat. w
1ere myself and friend, 
Ir. ,V. 'Yentworth, were 
stopping for a few days, the last of December, 1872. 
The principal portion of the day was spent on an ar111 of San Francisc01 
Day and the adjacent marshes, which are extended along south of Oalland. A 
dense fog covered the bay early in the nlorning and confined us to the shore. 
The tillle was pleasantly spent, however. in exalnining the to\\ n, which is pleas- 
antly situated on a slope c0111mencing at the bay, on the south and west, an(fl 
rising
gradually to slit,ht hills, just back of town, and a few miles to the north 
increasing to a low range of mountains. 
The only tirnber to be seen was the belt of oaks extending along near tlu 
bay, and in the n1idst of which, the town is situated. 
It seellled yery curious to us to see the plants in the gardens full of bios- 
ûnlS at this season of the year, and as though to n1Ïn1ic SUIlllner still closer, se\rera A ) 
Anna H ulnllling Birds (Ca(vþte Anna) were darting about anlong the flowers. 
As \\ e proceeded toward the outskirts of the town a small flock of Purpl 0 
l;'inches (CarþodaclIs "J Jlalz:f'ar rhod{JcOlpllS) lit in an oak and looked unsu::: 
I 
piciously at us as we pa
sed underneath. '5 
On the edge of the town we found a small l
 k.
 lnade by building a da !S 
across the outlet of an arBl of the bay, which ëxtended back a n1Ìle or 1110n.) 
from the main boùy of water. This lake appt..ared to be the hOllle of nUllleroU 
water fowl, notwithstanding there \\ ere several residences on its bank" and 
much frequented road extending along one side. 
On two oak trees near the lake seyeral \\ hite Pelicans (j"'eltCtlllItS 11 aCh)' 
_' nrhztJ) were plun1Íng then1selyes. In the centre of the LIke a l,uge flock 0 
(lucks were splashing aLout, seen1Ìng to weB understand that they were unde S 
thf protection of the law On the shole near by a flock of Semi-paln1ated Sanl 
npers ( E cllllct/ S Pllsillus) ran nilnbl} about, and on the opposite shore a \rhi
 
Heron (Atll fl egte/fa var. Cali.forllica) stalked sedately along. 
The fog 
bowing signs of dispersing, we hastened back to our boat. As \\t 
walked out on the \\harf we saw several grebl (including the two species Fodi 
eeþs occidellttllis and P. Auritus var. CaliforllÙ:us) swinln1Ìng near. Observing tl'la 
they had not seen us, we concealed our::;elves and \\ atched their 1110vements 
They appeared to be intently soanning the surface of the water abOllt them, 
which was soon explained by the movements of one of the grebes. A school of 
rn.innows passing near them was at once ":;een, when the greLe quietly disaI - 
peared and suddenly there was a great comillotlon an10ng the minnows. It W
 .3 
evident from Üle manner in which they leaped from tqe w
ter and darted about 
that they well understood their danger. Presently the grebe leappeared with '1 
;)truggllng victin1 which he quirkly swaHowed, anGt noting the direction takf'n h 
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the surviyors, was soon among them again. Once the grebe followed its prey 
so close to the wharf that we could see both. _\t first the minno\\ s tried to 
escapp by scatteriilg and darting down into deep water, but the grebe singled 
out ùne and gradually drove it toward the surface, all the tin1e drawing nearer, 
and jl

t as the minnow was about to leap fron1 the water it was caught. 
The fog being now nearly gone we pushed off in our boat. .A.s we rowed 
out fron1 shore in1mense nU1nbers of ducks arose fron1 the water, in every direc- 
tion, and after wheeling about a few times the 11105t of th
m '=tarted off. \Vhen 
they circled by we recognized several species. The Scaup Duck ( Fu/ix aflinllis) 
and \Vidgeon (iJ1areca Americana) appeared to be the most numerous. There 
were also many Buffie-heads (Bucephala albeola) and Gadwall') (Cha1lle/as! IllS 
slrcperus,) while from the n1arsh came the familiar "quack" of the l\IaUard 
( Alias boschas.) 
Just in advance \\ e noticed several large waders on a point of land and 
rowed over near them. They proyed to be \Villets (..S)!1Jlphelll"'a semiþalmata,) 
which on our approach seenled to appoint themseh-es a speci
l committee of 
investigation, hovering overhead and keeping up a continual outcry, as though 
warning all the inhabitants of the nlarsh to beware of us. 
After a pair of thenl were shot the rest left, at once, for a safer location. 
Pushing the boa
 up into a narrow strip of grass'" bordering the Inarsh we \\ ere 
greatl) atllused by the actions of a large Rail (l
alll s IOllgirost 
z's.;) as the bow 
of t11e boat was pushed up into one side of the strip of the gr lSS the Rail \\ ith 
great deliberation walked out of the other side, only one or two yards in ad- 
vance, !lnd after looking at us in apparent an1azemt:nt for an instant, cum- 
menced glavely walking toward a bunch of rushes a short distance away. Every 
step was taken ycry carefuIly, the foot being r
ised slowl J and placed gently in 
advance, the bird an-the time looking a
 though it were in deep meditation, nOl 
did our shouts and rattling the oars about have the least effect on its pace. 
I.anding, we started towar0 a distant bridge on which sever;
 I Blue Ht:rons 
( Arde(1 herodias) \\ ere standing. \\ïth characteristic shyness they dec1il1
d a 
close intimacy and flew long before we werc within gunshot. Occasionally a'ril- 
son's Snipe (GaIIÙzuç;ù TrllsoJli) sprang fro In a muddy spùt and darted away as 
,ve walked along, and froni the grassy pools nunlbers of !\lallards and SpoonbiHs 
( Sþatula Cl.ypeata) flew noisiJy off on our approach. 
A low whistling cry fron1 a depression, to one side, attracted our attention; 
and on our approach we wcre astonished to see a large flock of long-billed 
Curlews (Numellills IOIlJ:.irostrz's) and !\larbled Godwits (Limosu Fedùa) raise 
and flyaway. After flying a short distance they turned anù cam
 near enough . 
for us to secure a fine Cutlew. 
A flock of large Terns were standing on a bare tHud flat, hut on our ap- 
pearance they arose and flew o\'er, conling so near that one was winged; not 
heeding the deafening cries of the wounded bird, it!:, companiors kept 
teadily 
on and soon disappeared. 
To our satisfaction the Tern lJro\ed to be a fine 
pecimen of Ster, Clzsþia. 
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vers (Squ<ltarola íe17l fica) were ob
erved on a pIece of 
pasture land near the nlarsh, and after considerable eñort one \\ as obtained 
In the afternoon, as the tide fell, leaving long strips of nlud flats \vith here 
and there pools containing sm
-lll fish and otber edible matter, the water fowl 
commenced coming to the fea
t. and soon the flats were swanning with ducks, 
n1ergansers and gulls, which kept up a continual quarreling and running al'1ut, 
making a great noise. 
An10ng the gulls, Latus philadelphia was the n10st nUlllerous species., Lr'" 
L. argentatlls Yar. OccidentalÙ and L. dela'warellstS yare Clllifo/ l/ÎClIS were abuU- 
dant, and several Short-billed gulls (L. callus yare bJ clch) rll)' lchus) \\ ere ob- 
served, and one specimen obtained. 
Towards e\ ening numbers of Goosanders ( .I.
ferglts hlerganscr) and Scott..?"s 
( Oed(' Ilia þerspicil/ata yare tr01l,brÙlgù') can1e into the open water. 
"ear sunset, seyeral Brown Pelicans ( PeleCllll1/s fuscus) c "11n1enced fishing 
near the ruins of an old wharf, which was built out in the b
 Fron1 the ap- 
pearance of these birùs, while standing, one would forn1 the opiJlion that they 
must be very ungainly flyers; yet the contrary is the fact, for their n10vement
 
in the air ar
 f
r more light and graceful than thu
e of lnany birds \vhich look 
Inuch light
r and seeln 1110re c<.1paLle of easy. flight. They first l1lade thL
J. 
appearance frolll the west, and as' they approached the fishir'3 gr\..unds they set 
their wings ..tnd ,yith their head dra\\ n back upon the body, the bill extending 
forward 0\' r the breast, can1e gliding along for a con
ideral'le ùistance. 
. 
After circling about a short tÍ1ne they descended and cOB1n1enced fishing. 
Vlying alonz ten or fifteen yards high they careful1y ex dl1Ïned the water helow. 
:.nd when their prey was observed they would turn and nearly closing their wings 
dart down into the \';ater and appear to strike on their breast, at the saBle tirne 
. hrust their bill forward to capture the fish. Then rising lightly fron1 the water 
they" ould repeat their operation. They" ere quite unsuspicious and aHowed 
the boat to approach" ithin gunshot, when a pair were easily brought down. 
'fhe sun sinking behind hills in the direction of the" Golden (
ate " \\?arned 
ns that it \\ .IS time to turn our boat hon1eward
 and we reluctantly bade fare- 
well to one of the pleasantest drlYs we had enjoyed for some tin1e. 


- .. . 


\ l'EEHI.... rORH. RUAlJ.-Sè' eral ye..lrs ago portions of an 
ncient In..' a- 
daInised ro ld were discovered on the banks of the :\lonongahela River, ncar 
. 
Fainroun1, \r est Y irgi 1 1ia; and, on a rccent eXpldr..ttion by Govenllnent sur- 
\- eyers, it was tracLd for nearly ele\-en n1Íles along the bottom land between the 
rl'-{ nud the hills. Its width is fifteen feet; it is COl1lposed of boulders 
of reù sandstone, which 11lU<;t have been brought fro 111 a distance, there 
ì)ein
 few if any boulders in or ne
u the ri\'er. It is IsuPI
s:ð that the stones 
\\.. rc broken into pieces by first heating and then throwing water npon then1. 
'j'hc deuth of brokçn stone is about eighteen inches. .At Inany points there are 
large trees, o\'er 150 rears old, growing in the road; showing th
t it was built 
long prior to the advent of the white l11an in this ('ountry. 
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